
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restart to the spring term and Lateral Flow Testing at Netherhall School 

Dear Students and Parents / Carers 

As you will appreciate, things are very fluid at present! I had written a letter to you setting out 

the arrangements for the start of the spring term and the arrangements for the start of lateral 

flow testing; however, I decided to delay the issue of this letter until after yesterday’s 

government briefing, as I suspected things might change… 

Restart to the spring term 

As you already know, there is a staggered and delayed restart for year groups at the beginning 

of the spring term. It is critical that we follow the government guidance, the principle 

underpinning this decision is safety: to limit the possibility of transmission by limiting the number 

of students in school. This is set out below: 

• Monday 4th January – staff INSET: only staff in school and no students. 

• Tuesday 5th January - Friday 8th January – students deemed as vulnerable, the children 

of key workers and staff to operate the hubs in school. Teaching staff are expected to 

provide remote learning for students in years 11 and 13, taught for approximately the 

same time as a regular lesson – 50 minutes in our case and to the same frequency of 

lessons. 

• Vocational exams planned for the weeks beginning Monday 4th January and Monday 

11th January will go ahead as planned. 

• Monday 11th January – staff, students deemed as vulnerable, the children of key 

workers, year 13 and year 11 students return to school full-time for face-to-face 

education. Students in years: 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 to receive remote education as 

described above. 

• Monday 18th January – staff and all year groups in school. 

Lateral flow testing 

The fundamental principle underpinning the introduction of lateral flow testing in schools is 

safety: to make schools a safer environment for staff – their families, students – their families 

and communities as a whole.  

The lateral flow testing system is designed to identify any asymptomatic infections, refer them 

for further more stringent Polymerise Chain Reaction (PCR) testing, reduce the number of 

infected persons in schools and to limit the possibility of transmission.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The key points are: 

• Testing is voluntary for both staff and students.  

• The lateral flow test is self-administered, under guidance from a trained team. 

• It takes about 30 minutes for the result of the lateral flow test to be known. 

• If either staff or students choose not to take the test, this does not prohibit them from 

attending school. 

• 11-16 year olds (students in years 7-11) will require parental / carer permission, persons 

16+ ‘Gillick Competent’ (sixth form students in years 12-13) will be able to consent to 

their own medical treatment without the permission of a parent / carer.  

• The current protocol for testing is: 

o All persons who choose to have a lateral flow test will have two tests, which are 

between 3-5 days apart (3 days is the minimum). If either of these tests indicate 

a positive result from the lateral flow test, they will be directed to make an 

appointment for the more stringent PCR test, which will take place at a testing 

centre.  

o All staff who choose to have a lateral flow test will be tested weekly. 

o If there is a confirmed case of Covid-19 at the school, all persons who have 

come into close-contact with the confirmed case (currently defined as 15 

minutes or more of face-to-face contact within a 2 metre proximity), if they 

agree, will be able to receive lateral flow tests for the following 7 days to help 

determine if there has been any transmission. A positive result from a lateral flow 

test would trigger a PCR test. 

o Any confirmed case of Covid-19 from a PCR test is required to self-isolate for 10 

days, as per the current guidance.  

• All staff and students / parents and carers will receive an electronic questionnaire 

asking if they wish to take the lateral flow tests. 

• All persons who volunteer to be part of the organisation and administration of the 

school lateral flow testing facility will be issued with suitable PPE.  

• The testing facility will be a bespoke facility that meets the stringent requirements for 

compliance of a lateral flow testing facility.  

• All persons who volunteer to help in the lateral flow testing facility will receive an online 

training package, which is mandatory.  

• For the duration of the staggered restart it is the intention to: 

o Set up the lateral flow testing facility. 

o Train and equip volunteers with PPE. 

o Administer both tests – 3-5 days apart for all staff, students in year 11, year 13, 

vulnerable students and the children of key workers who choose to have the 

test. 

o Organise and communicate the testing programme for all students in years 7, 

8, 9, 10 and 12 who choose to have the lateral flow tests.  

I fully understand that this new and additional aspect of school life may well cause some very 

understandable anxiety. Please be reassured that it is voluntary and that absolutely no pressure 

will be applied to anyone to take the lateral flow tests, every person’s freedom of choice will 

be completely respected.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After having taken much time to research and digest all of the information currently available 

on this process, I believe that this is a positive step forward and a good initiative that will: firstly, 

make schools a safer place in the current pandemic; secondly, give staff, students, parents 

and carers, families and communities greater peace-of-mind and reassurance.  

Please click on the link below to access the questionnaire to indicate whether you would like 

your child to take the lateral flow tests.  

Link to questionnaire. I would be grateful if you could respond before midday on Monday 4th 

January.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and I look forward to seeing your sons and 

daughters back in school.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mr D W Tromans 

Headteacher 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2bwFBHtN406Jk3efFY7r4YUp7pXtQodEv7w1stnBzNRUQTlDMFJTM01GTTFDMDNHSEhSVTFIWUkyQS4u

